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NSF of receiving and recording a re-
quester’s remittance, and processing
the fee for deposit in the Treasury De-
partment’s special account (or the
NSF’s account if the agency is per-
mitted to retain the fee). The per-
transaction cost to the Treasury to
handle such remittances is negligible
and shall not be considered in the
NSF’s determination. For purposes of
these restrictions on assessment of
fees, the word ‘‘pages’’ refers to paper
copies of a standard agency size which
will normally be ‘‘81⁄2 x 11’’ or ‘‘11 by
14.’’ Thus, requesters would not be enti-
tled to 100 microfiche or 100 computer
disks, for example. A microfiche con-
taining the equivalent of 100 pages or
100 pages of computer printout, how-
ever, might meet the terms of the re-
striction. Similarly, the term ‘‘search
time’’ in this context has as its basis
manual search. To apply this term to
searches made by computer, NSF shall
determine the hourly cost of operating
the central processing unit and the op-
erator’s hourly salary plus 16 percent.
When the cost of the search (including
the operator time and the cost of oper-
ating the computer to process a re-
quest) equals the equivalent dollar
amount of two hours of the salary of
the person performing the search, i.e.,
the operator, NSF shall begin assessing
charges for computer search.

[52 FR 43074, Nov. 9, 1987, as amended at 56
FR 47417, Sept. 19, 1991]

§ 612.11 Fees to be charged—cat-
egories of requesters.

There are four categories of FOIA re-
questers: Commercial use requesters;
educational and non-commercial sci-
entific institutions; representatives of
the news media; and all other request-
ers. The Act prescribes specific levels
of fees for each of these categories:

(a) Commercial use requesters. When a
request for documents for commercial
use is received, NSF shall assess
charges which recover the full direct
cost of searching for, reviewing for re-
lease, and duplicating the records
sought. Requesters must reasonably
describe the records sought. Commer-
cial use requesters are not entitled to
two hours of free search time nor 100
free pages of reproduction of docu-
ments. NSF may recover the cost of

searching for and reviewing records
even if there is ultimately no disclo-
sure of records (see § 612.12(b) of this
part).

(b) Educational and non-commercial
scientific institution requesters. NSF
shall provide documents to requesters
in this category for the cost of repro-
duction alone, excluding charges for
the first 100 pages. To be eligible for in-
clusion in this category, requesters
must show that the request is being
made as authorized by and under the
auspices of a qualifying institution and
that the records are not sought for a
commercial use, but are sought in fur-
therance of scholarly (if the request is
from an educational institution) or sci-
entific (if the request is from a non-
commercial scientific institution) re-
search. Requesters must reasonably de-
scribe the records sought.

(c) Requesters who are representatives
of the news media. NSF shall provide
documents to requesters in this cat-
egory for the cost of reproduction
alone, excluding charges for the first
100 pages. To be eligible for inclusion in
this category a requester must meet
the criteria in § 612.9(j) of this part, and
his request must not be made for a
commercial use. In reference to this
class of requester, a request for records
supporting the news dissemination
function of the requester shall not be
considered to be a request that is for
commercial use. Requesters must rea-
sonably describe the records sought.

(d) All other requesters. NSF shall
charge requesters who do not fit into
any of the categories above fees which
recover the full reasonable direct cost
of searching for and reproducing
records that are responsive to the re-
quest, except that the first 100 pages of
reproduction and the first two hours of
search time shall be furnished without
charge. Moreover, requests from record
subjects for records about themselves
filed in NSF’s systems of records will
continue to be treated under the fee
provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974
which permit fees only for reproduc-
tion. Requesters must reasonably de-
scribe the records sought.

[52 FR 43075, Nov. 9, 1987, as amended at 56
FR 47417, Sept. 19, 1991]
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